HEAD-HUNTERS   IN   QUEST   OF   ADVENTURE
Despite its fragile appearance, this war canoe from Vella Lavella Island in the Solomons is a remarkably sturdy sea-boat. The bow and stern are elaborately inlaid with pearl-shell and decorated with rows of large white cowrie shells. Just above water-line a grotesquely carved little deity is attached to the bow; he it is who spies out the hidden reef and gives warning of
the approach of enemy craft Photo, Thomas McMahon
disease well known in Fiji called " dongai," which can only be described as love-sickness. When two lovers are separated one, or both, falls into a decline and, unless drastic measures are taken, dies of dongai. The natives regard it as a form of** possession," and know of no cure for it.
It is this sort of fatalism which keeps alive the prevailing belief in witchcraft. In the Pacific the office of wizard is hereditary. He works for fees like any medical practitioner, with the difference that be is paid to help people out of this world rather than to keep them in it. His stock-in-trade is the clippings from the hair or nails or a fragment of the ctothiag of the person doomed to death, and with this and a few herbs aad an
incantation or two the charm is buried in the thatch of the doomed man's house and almost invariably he dies. In most cases, no doubt, care is taken to convey to him that a spell has been laid upon him, and that is enough to accomplish the death by natural means, but in one famous case in Fiji that subsequently came before the criminal court, when the charm failed to work and the wizard's reputation was at stake, he lay in wait for the victim with a club, and then attended the funeral with his face blackened, which is the recognized method adopted by these practitioners for sending in the bill for their services.
The Fijian wizard has lamented more than once that his spells fail to work